
Curriculum Documents  Layer 2: Long term overview. Reading 
 

Reading Curriculum Overview 2025-2026 
 

At Heronsgate School, Guided Reading is taught daily to help teach vocabulary, comprehension skills and appreciation for a range of literature. Daily reading opportunities are provided for children to help improve fluency and stamina. Banded books and RWI Fresh Start 

provide opportunities for children to improve decoding skills and/or improve their words per minute so that they can fully access the wider curriculum. Below is an overview of the terms and the link to the Cornerstones project link: 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Whole School Values Week (whole school text week 1) 
National Poetry Day – 2 October 2025 

Word Guerilla Visit / Y5 workshop – Poetry 
Book Fair 

Black History Month  
World Mental Health Day: 10 October 2025 

 

Black History Month (guided reading consolidation) 
Remembrance 

 

National Story Telling Week: 31/1-8/2 
Safer Internet Day: 10 February 2026 

World Book Day: 5 March 2026 
International Women’s Day: 8 March 2026 

Shakespeare Week: 21-27 March 2026  

MK Library Visit (TBC) Transition  

 Emperors and Empires  Rocks, Relics and Rumbles Through the Ages (Bronze & Iron Age) 

Key Text: Escape from Pompeii 
 
Poem: Kind by Jess McGeachin  
 
Non-fiction text: Meet The Romans  
 
Additional text: Medio Pollito (Fiction) 

Key Text: The Iron man  
 
Poem: Strict by Michael Rosen 
 
Non-fiction text: Amelia Earhart – Women who 
Changed the World (STEM) 

Key Text: The Firework Maker’s Daughter 
 
Poem: Don’t be Bored Rock by Zaro Weil 
 

Non-fiction text: Discover Science: Rocks 
and Fossils by Belinda Weber 

 

Key Text:  Night Sky Dragons; A Sackful of 
Spirits  
 
Poem: Land of Blue by Laura Mucher  
 
Non-fiction text: The Fossil Hunter 

Key Text: Stone Age Boy (project link) 
 
Poem: Smile by Spike Milligan  
 
Non-fiction text: Secrets of Stone Henge  
 

Key Text: Leonora Bolt: Secret Inventor (STEM link) 
 
 
Poem: To the countryside by Joseph Coelho 
 
 
Non-fiction text: Skara Brae 

Year 3 

 Invasion (Saxon & Viking Britain) Rivers Misty Mountain, Winding River Ancient Civilisations 

 
Year 4 

Key text: Norse Myths and Legends 
 
Poem: Albatross by Laura Mucha 
 
Non-fiction text: Linnaeus 

Key Text: Kensuke’s Kingdom 
 
Poem: Changes (linked to BHM)  
 
Non-fiction text: South America: Guide to the Amazon 
Rainforest  
 

Key text: Song of the Dolphin Boy by 
Elizabeth laird 
 
Poem: The River by Valerie Bloom 
 
Non-fiction text: The Amazon River (Brianica 
Kids) 

Key Text: Kensuke’s Kingdom 
 
Poem: Carriage of a Train  
 
Non-fiction text: My Skin, Your Skin  
 
 

Key Text: Varjak Paw by S.F. Said 
 
Poem: Sea Fever  
 
Non-fiction text: Ancient Egypt 

Key Text: Secrets of a Sun king by Emma Carroll  
 
Poem: Malamander 
 
Non-fiction text: An Interview with Sophie Finch 
 

 The Tudors Forces and Mechanisms Sow, Grow and Farm Earth and Space Groundbreaking Greeks 

 
Year 5 

Key Text: The Devil and His Boy by Anthony 
Horrowitz 
 
Poem: Let there be peace by Lemn Sissay 
 
Non-fiction text: This book is not rubbish by 
Isabel Thomas  

Key Text: Clockwork – Phillip Pullman   
 
Poem: Clockwork by Jacob Sam-La Rose  
 
Non-fiction text: A Cat’s Guide  
 

Key Text: The Last Wild  
 
Poem:  Ghost in the Garden by Berlie 
Doherty 
 
Non-fiction text: Diary of a Naturalist  
 

Key Text: Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce  
 
Poem: Night Mail 
 
Non-fiction text: The Solar System 
 
  

Key Text: Greek Myths 
 
Poem: The Undefeated 
 
Non-fiction text: Athena  
 

Key Text: Who Let the Gods Out  
 
Poem: The Listener 
 
Non-fiction text: Nikola Tesla (linked to science topic – 
electricity) 
 

 Britain at war Evolution & Inheritance Project: Frozen Kingdoms Maafa (non-European study) & Our Changing World 

 
Year 6 

Key Text: Coming to England (Floella 
Benjammin) 
 
Poem: The British by Benjamin Zephaniah 
 
Non-fiction text: Black and British  

Key Text: Holes 
 
Poem: Pike by Ted Hughes 
 
Non-fiction text: Charles Darwin and the Mystery of Life 
(natgeog kids) 

Key Text: Race to the Frozen North  
 
Poem: The Ice Ship by Sue Hubbard 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SATS REVISION 

Key Text:  Children of the Quicksands by 
Efua Traore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SATS REVISION 
 

Key Text: Oranges in No Man’s Land 
 
Poem: Some Effects of Global Warming in 
Lackawanna County 
By Jay Parini 
 
Non-fiction text: Population and Settlement by Izzi 
Howell 
 

SATS REVISION 

Key Text: Oranges in No Man’s Land 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SATS REVISION 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Curriculum Documents Layer 3: Reading 
 

Medium Term Planning – Year 3 
 

At Heronsgate School, Guided Reading is taught daily to help teach vocabulary, comprehension skills and appreciation for a range of literature. Daily reading opportunities are provided for children to help improve fluency and stamina. Banded books and RWI Fresh Start 

provide opportunities for children to improve decoding skills and/or improve their words per minute so that they can fully access the wider curriculum. Below is an overview of the terms and the link to the Cornerstones project link: 

 

 Week 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Autumn Term  Project link Emperors and Empires Emperors and Empires  

Autumn Term Poetry Focus: Core Text: Escape from Pompeii 

*A picture comprehension to be taught first week to allow for phonics screening  

Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2d, 2g  

NC links: 

Understand what they read, in books they can read independently  

Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

Additional Text: Medio Pollito 

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

Retrieve and record key events, including in order and sequencing 

Non-fiction focus: Poetry Focus: Key text: The Iron Man 

Content domains covered:2a, 2b, 2d, 2e, 2f, 2g 

NC areas of study: 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what is read 

Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding, and explaining 
the meaning of words in context  

Understand what they read, in books they can read independently  

Asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied 

Identify themes and conventions – finding evidence from the text linked to themes  

Non-fiction focus: 

‘Kind’ 

By Jess McGeachin 

NC Links: 

Recognise different 
forms of poetry 

Identify themes 

Discuss words and 
phrases that captures 
the readers’ interest 
and imagination 

Meet the Romans  

NC links: 

Read books of 
different structures 
and discuss why 
texts are structured 
differently 
according to their 
purpose/audience 

Retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction 

Understand the 
meaning of words in 
context  

‘Strict’ 

By Michael Rosen 

NC links: 

Recognise different 
forms of poetry 

Identify themes 

Discuss words and 
phrases that 
captures the 
readers’ interest 
and imagination 

Amelia Earhart – 
Women Who 
Changed the World  

NC links: 

retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction & 
identifying how 
language, structure, 
and presentation 
contribute to 
meaning 

Assessment  All new starters assessed weeks 1-3 using RWI Fresh Start 
Assessment tool. Children grouped according to results into 
groups. Groups start from week 3.  

All new starters benchmarked and assigned book band.  

Complete reading assessment for baseline data – Y3 Autumn 
Cornerstones Assessment  

 

Children receiving RWI Fresh Start assessed (weeks 10-11) 

All children benchmarked weeks 10-12 

Spring Term  Project link Rocks, Relics and Rumbles 

Autumn Term Poetry focus: Core Text: The Firework Maker’s Daughter by Phillip Pullman   

Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2d, 2e, 2g 

NC areas of study: 

Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination – make 
links to linguistic features  

Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding, and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  

Understand what they read and demonstrate this through responding to retrieval 
questions 

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can 
read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say  

Non-fiction focus: Poetry focus: Core Texts: Night Sky Dragons; A Sackful of Spirits 

Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2d, 2e, 2g  

NC areas of study: 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what is read. 

Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination – make links 
to linguistic features  

Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding, and explaining 
the meaning of words in context  

Understand what they read and demonstrate this through responding to retrieval questions 

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say  

 

 

 

Non-fiction focus: 

Don’t be Bored Rock by 
Zaro Weil  

NC links: 

Check the meaning of 
words they have read – 
using a dictionary/ipad 
to support  

Identify themes and 
conventions – finding 
evidence from the text 
linked to themes  

Preparing poems / play 
scripts to read aloud 
and to perform, 
showing an 
understanding of 
intonation, tone, 
volume and action  

Discuss words and 
phrases that capture 
the reader’s interest 
and imagination – make 
links to linguistic 
features  

 

Rocks and Fossils by 
Belinda Webber 

NC links: 

retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction & 
identifying how 
language, structure, 
and presentation 
contribute to 
meaning 

'Land of Blue’  

By Laura Mucher  

NC links: 

Discuss words and 
phrases that 
capture the 
reader’s interest 
and imagination – 
make links to 
linguistic features  

Identify themes and 
conventions – 
finding evidence 
from the text linked 
to themes  

 

The Fossil Hunter  

NC links: 

Read books of 
different structures 
and discuss why 
texts are structured 
differently 
according to their 
purpose/audience 

Retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction 

Understand the 
meaning of words in 
context 

Assessment  RWI assessment point for all children completing RWI Fresh start. Non movers assigned to member of SLT (first step in intervention) 

Benchmarking completed for all children weeks 5 and 6 

Complete reading assessment for baseline data – Y3 Spring Cornerstones Assessment  

 

RWI assessment point for all children completing RWI Fresh start. Non movers flagged to phase leader and SLT 

Benchmarking completed for all children weeks 5 and 6. Non-movers identified in PPM 
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Summer Term  Project link Through the Ages 

Autumn Term Poetry focus: Core Text: Stone Age Boy 

Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2d, 2f, 2g 

NC areas of study: 

Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination – make 
links to linguistic features  

Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding, and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  

Understand what they read and demonstrate this through responding to retrieval 
questions 

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can 
read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say  

Non-fiction focus: Poetry Focus:  Core Text: Leonara Bolt – Secret Inventor 

Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2d, 2e, 2g  

NC areas of study: 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what is read. 

Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination – make links 
to linguistic features  

Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding, and explaining 
the meaning of words in context  

Understand what they read and demonstrate this through responding to retrieval questions 

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

Participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say  

Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

Poetry Focus:  

‘Smile’ 

By Spike Milligan  

Preparing poems / play 
scripts to read aloud 
and to perform, 
showing an 
understanding of 
intonation, tone, 
volume and action  

Discuss words and 
phrases that capture 
the reader’s interest 
and imagination – make 
links to linguistic 
features  

 

Secrets of Stone 
Henge  

NC links: 

retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction 

Understand the 
meaning of words in 
context 

‘To the countryside’ 
by Joe Coelho  

Preparing poems / 
play scripts to read 
aloud and to 
perform, showing 
an understanding of 
intonation, tone, 
volume and action  

Discuss words and 
phrases that 
capture the 
reader’s interest 
and imagination – 
make links to 
linguistic features  

 

Skara Brae  

NC links: 

retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction 

Understand the 
meaning of words in 
context 

Assessment  RWI assessments to be completed weeks 5 and 6 

Benchmarking of all readers t be completed weeks 4-6 

Complete reading assessment for baseline data – Y3 Summer Cornerstones Assessment  

RWI final assessments weeks 11-12 

Benchmarking of all readers completed and passed to new teachers 

Key terminology for reading (tier 3) Recap KS1: page/picture/author/illustrator/front cover/blurb/title/opening/beginning/middle/end/fiction/non-fiction/setting/chapter/subheading/scene/extract/backdrop 

By the end of Year 3: paragraph/atmosphere/mood/conclusion/characterisation/text/plot/plot-line/problem/resolution/features 
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Medium Term Planning – Year 4 
 

At Heronsgate School, Guided Reading is taught daily to help teach vocabulary, comprehension skills and appreciation for a range of literature. Daily reading opportunities are provided for children to help improve fluency and stamina. Banded books and RWI Fresh Start 

provide opportunities for children to improve decoding skills and/or improve their words per minute so that they can fully access the wider curriculum. Below is an overview of the terms and the link to the Cornerstones project link: 

 

 Week 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Autumn Term  Project link Invasion 

Autumn Term Poetry Focus: Core Text: Norse Myths and Legends 

Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2h, 2g 

NC areas of study: 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what is read. 

Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination – make links 
to linguistic features  

Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding, and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  

Understand what they read and demonstrate this through responding to retrieval 
questions 

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

 

 

 

Non-fiction focus: Poetry Focus: Core Text: Kensuke’s Kingdom (1) 

Content domains covered:2a, b, 2h, 2g 

NC areas of study: 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what is read. 

Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination – make links 
to linguistic features  

Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding, and explaining 
the meaning of words in context  

Understand what they read and demonstrate this through responding to retrieval questions 

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

 

Non-fiction focus: 

Albatross by Laura 
Mucha  

NC links:  

Discuss words and 
phrases that capture 
the reader’s interest 
and imagination – 
make links to 
linguistic features  

Checking that the text 
makes sense to them, 
discussing their 
understanding, and 
explaining the 
meaning of words in 
context  

Non-fiction: 
Linnaues 

NC links: 

retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction 

Changes  

(linked to BHM)  

NC links: 

Explaining the 
meaning of words 
in context  

Identify themes  

 

South America 
Guide – Amazon  

NC links: 

identifying how 
language, structure, 
and presentation 
contribute to 
meaning 

 

 

Assessment  All new starters assessed weeks 1-3 using RWI Fresh Start 
Assessment tool. Children grouped according to results into 
groups. Groups start from week 3.  

All new starters benchmarked and assigned book band.  

Complete reading assessment for baseline data  

 

Children receiving RWI Fresh Start assessed (weeks 10-11) 

All children assessed using reading test A  

All children benchmarked weeks 10-12 

Spring Term  Project link Misty Mountain, Winding River 

Autumn Term Poetry focus Core Text: Song of the Dolphin Boy  by Elizabeth Laird 

Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2h, 2f 

NC areas of study: 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what is read. 

Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination – make links 
to linguistic features  

Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding, and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  

Understand what they read and demonstrate this through responding to retrieval 
questions 

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

 

Non-fiction: Poetry focus: Core Text: Kensuke’s Kingdom (2)  

 Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2h, 2f 

NC areas of study: 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what is read. 

Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination – make links 
to linguistic features  

Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding, and explaining 
the meaning of words in context  

Understand what they read and demonstrate this through responding to retrieval questions 

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

 

Non-fiction: 

The River 

By Valerie Bloom 

NC links: 

Recognise different 
forms of poetry  

Check the meaning of 
words they have read  

Identify themes and 
conventions – finding 
evidence from the 
text linked to themes  

Preparing poems / 
play scripts to read 
aloud and to perform, 
showing an 
understanding of 
intonation, tone, 
volume and action  

Discuss words and 
phrases that capture 
the reader’s interest 
and imagination – 
make links to 
linguistic features  

 

The Amazon River 
(Britanica Kids) 

NC links: 

retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction 

Understand the 
meaning of words in 
context 

Carriages of a Train  

NC links: 

Discussing words 
and phrases that 
capture the reader’s 
interest.  

Recognise  some 
different forms of 
poetry  

My Skin, Your Skin 

NC links:  

retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction 

Understand the 
meaning of words in 
context 

Identify fact and 
opinion 

Check the meanings 
of words in context  

Assessment  RWI assessment point for all children completing RWI Fresh start. Non movers assigned to member of SLT (first step in intervention) 

Benchmarking completed for all children weeks 5 and 6 

RWI assessment point for all children completing RWI Fresh start. Non movers flagged to phase leader and SLT 

Benchmarking completed for all children weeks 5 and 6. Non-movers identified in PPM 

Assessment of all children  
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Summer Term  Project link Ancient Civilizations 

Autumn Term Poetry focus: Core Text: Varjak Paw by S.F Said 

Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2h, 2f, 2c 

NC areas of study: 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what is read. 

Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding, and 
explaining the meaning of words in context  

Understand what they read and demonstrate this through responding to retrieval 
questions 

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

 

Non-fiction focus: Poetry focus: Core Text: Secrets of the Sunk king by Emma Carroll  

Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2h, 2f 

NC areas of study: 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what is read. 

Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination – make links 
to linguistic features  

Checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding, and explaining 
the meaning of words in context  

Understand what they read and demonstrate this through responding to retrieval questions 

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

 

 

Non-fiction focus: 

Sea Fever 

NC links: 

Recognise  some 
different forms of 
poetry 

Discuss words and 
phrases that capture 
the reader’s interest 
and imagination – 
make links to 
linguistic features  

 

Ancient Egypt 

NC links: 

retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction 

Identify fact and 
opinion  

Malamander 

NC links: 

Recognise  some 
different forms of 
poetry 

Discuss words and 
phrases that 
capture the 
reader’s interest 
and imagination – 
make links to 
linguistic features  

Understand the 
meaning of words in 
context  

Interview with 
Sophie Finch  

NC links: 

identifying how 
language, structure, 
and presentation 
contribute to 
meaning 

retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction 

 

Assessment  RWI assessments to be completed weeks 5 and 6 

Benchmarking of all readers t be completed weeks 4-6 

RWI final assessments weeks 11-12 

Benchmarking of all readers completed and passed to new teachers 

Final reading assessment  

Key terminology for reading (tier 3) By the end of Year 4: perspective/tone/conflict/back story/genre/text type/literature/audiencepurpose/theme/message/language/narrate/narrator  
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Medium Term Planning – Year 5 

 

 Week 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Autumn Term  Project link The Tudors Forces an Mechanisms 

Autumn Term Poetry Focus: Core text: The Devil and His Boy by Anthony Horrowitz 

Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2d, 2g 

NC areas of study: 

Discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context  

Asking questions to improve their understanding  

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

Provide reasoned justifications for their views  

 

 

Non-fiction focus: Poetry Focus: Core Text: Clockwork by Phillip Pullman 

Content domains covered:2a, 2b, 2d, 2h, 2g 

NC areas of study: 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what is read. 

Discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context  

Asking questions to improve their understanding  

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

Provide reasoned justifications for their views  

Asking questions to improve their understanding  

 

 

Non-fiction focus: 

Poem: Let there be 
peace 

By Lemn Sissay   

NC links: 

Show 
understanding 
through intonation, 
tone and volume so 
that the meaning is 
clear to an 
audience  

Discuss and 
evaluate how 
authors use 
language, including 
figurative language, 
considering the 
impact on the 
reader  

This book is not 
rubbish 

NC links: 

Reading books that 
are structured in 
different ways and 
reading for a range 
of purposes 

Retrieve, record and 
present information 
from non-fiction  

The Clockwork by 
Jacob Sam La-Rose  

NC links: 

Recognising some 
different forms of 
poetry [for 
example, free verse, 
narrative poetry] 

Discuss and 
evaluate how 
authors use 
language, including 
figurative language, 
considering the 
impact on the 
reader  

A Cat’s Guide  

NC links: 

Distinguish between 
fact and opinion  

Reading books that 
are structured in 
different ways and 
reading for a range 
of purposes 

Retrieve, record and 
present information 
from non-fiction  

Assessment  All children who received RWI Freshstart in Year 4 should be re-
assessed in weeks 1-3.  

All children on banded books to be benchmarked weeks 1-3  

Complete reading assessment for baseline data  

All children who are on banded books to be benchmarked to identify 
any children not making progress.  

Children receiving RWI Fresh Start assessed (weeks 10-11) 

All children benchmarked weeks 10-12 

Spring Term  Project link Sow Grow and Farm Earth and Space  

Autumn Term Poetry focus Core Text: The Last Wild (modern contemporary fiction) 

Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2f, 2h 

NC areas of study: 

Discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words in context  

Asking questions to improve their understanding  

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

Build on retrieval of key events through developing skill of skimming and scanning 

 

 

 

Non-fiction focus: Poetry focus: Core Text: Cosmic by Frank Cottrell Boyce  

Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2h, 2f 

NC areas of study: 

Identifying and discussing themes and conventions in / across a wide range of writing  

Making comparisons within and across books  

Checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring 
the meaning of words in context  

Asking questions to improve their understanding  

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

 

 

  

 

Non-fiction focus: 

Ghost in the 
Garden by Berlie 
Doherty  

NC links: 

Explain and discuss 
their understanding 
of what they have 
read 

Discuss and 
evaluate how 
authors use 
language, including 
figurative language, 
considering the 
impact on the 
reader  

Diary of a Naturalist 

NC links: 

Retrieve and record 
key information. 
Distinguish 
between fact and 
opinion 

Night Mail 

NC links: 

Show 
understanding 
through intonation, 
tone and volume so 
that the meaning is 
clear to an 
audience  

Discuss and 
evaluate how 
authors use 
language, including 
figurative language, 
considering the 
impact on the 
reader  

The Solar System 

NC links: 

Retrieve and record 
key information. 
Distinguish between 
fact and opinion 

Reading books that 
are structured in 
different ways and 
reading for a range 
of purposes 

 

Assessment  RWI assessment point for all children completing RWI Fresh start. Non movers assigned to member of SLT (first step in intervention) 

Benchmarking completed for all children weeks 5 and 6 

Complete reading assessment for baseline data 

RWI assessment point for all children completing RWI Fresh start. Non movers flagged to phase leader and SLT 

Benchmarking completed for all children weeks 5 and 6. Non-movers identified in PPM 

Summer Term  Project link Groundbreaking Greeks   

Autumn Term Poetry focus: Core Text: Greek Myths 

Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2h, 2f, 2c 

NC areas of study: 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what is read. 
Identifying and discussing themes and conventions in / across a wide range of writing  

Making comparisons within and across books  

Checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring 
the meaning of words in context  

Asking questions to improve their understanding  

Non-fiction focus: Poetry Focus Core Text: Who Let the Gods Out  

Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2h, 2f 

NC areas of study: 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what is read. 

Understand what they read by explaining the meaning of words in context.  

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence.  

Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied. 

Non-fiction focus: 

The Undefeated  

NC links: 

Recognising some 
different forms of 
poetry [for 
example, free verse, 
narrative poetry] 

Discuss and 
evaluate how 

Athena 

NC links: 

retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction 

The Listener 

NC links: 

Discuss and 
evaluate how 
authors use 
language, including 
figurative language, 
considering the 

Nikola Tesla  

(linked to science) 

NC links: 

identifying how 
language, structure, 
and presentation 
contribute to 
meaning 
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authors use 
language, including 
figurative language, 
considering the 
impact on the 
reader  

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

 

impact on the 
reader  

Show 
understanding 
through intonation, 
tone and volume so 
that the meaning is 
clear to an 
audience  

 

Retrieve and record 
key information 

Distinguish between 
fact and opinion 

 

Assessment  RWI assessments to be completed weeks 5 and 6 

Benchmarking of all readers to be completed weeks 4-6 

RWI final assessments weeks 11-12 

Benchmarking of all readers completed and passed to new teachers 

Final reading assessment  

Key terminology for reading (tier 3) By the end of Year 5: cliff-hangar/internal dialogue/foreshadowing/flashback/hero/heroin/plot twist/symbol/symbolism  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 Curriculum Documents Layer 3: Reading 
Medium Term Planning – Year 6 

 

 Week 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

Autumn Term  Project link Britain at War (focus on post war Britain) 

 

Evolution and Inheritance  

Autumn Term Poetry Focus: Core text: Coming to England by Floella Benjamin  

Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2h, 2g 

NC areas of study: 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what is read 

Continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction 

Making comparisons within and across books  

Checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring 
the meaning of words in context  

Asking questions to improve their understanding  

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

Summarising the main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph, identifying key details that 
support the main ideas  

Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-fiction focus: Poetry Focus: Core Text: Hole by Louis Sachar  

Content domains covered:2a, b, 2h, 2g 

NC areas of study: 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what is read 

Continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction 

Making comparisons within and across books  

Checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring 
the meaning of words in context  

Asking questions to improve their understanding  

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

Summarising the main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph, identifying key details that 
support the main ideas  

Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning  

 

 

 

Non-fiction focus: 

The British  

by Benjamin 
Zephaniah  

NC links: 

Recognising some 
different forms of 
poetry [for 
example, free verse, 
narrative poetry] 

Identifying and 
discussing themes 
and conventions 

Black and British 

NC links: 

Retrieve and record 
information from 
non-fiction 

Identifying and 
discussing themes 
and conventions 

Distinguish between 
statements of fact 
and opinion  

Pike by Ted Hughes 
(will also involve 
comparison with 
second poem)  

NC links: 

Recognising some 
different forms of 
poetry [for 
example, free verse, 
narrative poetry] 

Identifying how 
language, structure 
and presentation 
contribute to 
meaning  

Charles Darwin and 
the Mystery of Life 
(natgeog kids) 

NC links: 

Distinguish between 
fact and opinion and 
to retrieve and 
record information 
from non-fiction  

Assessment  All children who received RWI Freshstart in Year 5 should be re-
assessed in weeks 1-3.  

All children on banded books to be benchmarked weeks 1-3  

Testing: timetable to be agreed by Phase Lead / SLT Children receiving RWI Fresh Start assessed (weeks 10-11) 

All children benchmarked weeks 10-12 

Testing: timetable to be agreed by Phase Lead /SLT 

Spring Term  Project link Frozen Kingdoms   

Autumn Term Poetry focus Core Text: Race to the Frozen North    

Content domains covered: 2a, 2b, 2h, 2f 

NC areas of study: 

Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what is read 

Continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction 

Making comparisons within and across books  

Checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring 
the meaning of words in context  

Asking questions to improve their understanding  

Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence  

Predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

Summarising the main ideas drawn from more than 1 paragraph, identifying key details that 
support the main ideas  

Identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning  

 

 

 

Non-fiction:  Core text: Children of the Quicksands (class reader) 

 

Sats Revision using CGP Sats Busters  

 

 

The Ice Ship by Sue 
Hubbard 

NC links: 

Recognising some 
different forms of 
poetry [for 
example, free verse, 
narrative poetry] 

Identifying and 
discussing themes 
and conventions 

    

Assessment  RWI assessment point for all children completing RWI Fresh start. Non movers assigned to member of SLT (first step in intervention) 

Benchmarking completed for all children weeks 5 and 6 

Testing: timetable to be agreed by Phase Lead / SLT 

 

RWI assessment point for all children completing RWI Fresh start. Non movers flagged to phase leader and SLT 

Benchmarking completed for all children weeks 5 and 6. Non-movers identified in PPM 

Testing: timetable to be agreed by Phase Lead / SLT 

Summer Term  Project link Our Changing World  

Autumn Term  Key Text: Oranges in No Man’s Land   Writing focus – reading for pleasure to take precedent   



 Curriculum Documents Layer 3: Reading 
  

 

Sats Revision using CGP Sats Busters  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Sats Revision using CGP Sats Busters  

 

Assessment  RWI assessments to be completed weeks 5 and 6 

Benchmarking of all readers t be completed weeks 4-6 

RWI final assessments weeks 11-12 

Benchmarking of all readers completed  

 

Key terminology for reading (tier 3) By the end of Year 6: antagonist/protagonist/style/irony/allegory/climax/imagery/motif/structure/organisation/dystopian/utopian  
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