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Heronsgate Alternative Provision Policy 2025-26

Policy information

Date of policy June 2025
Policy author Thomas Rowlands
Review date June 2026

Heronsgate School is committed to providing a high-quality, inclusive education for all children. We recognise
that, for a small number of children, mainstream education may not always be the most appropriate setting at
a given time. In such cases, we will consider the use of Alternative Provision (AP) to ensure that every child
continues to receive a suitable and effective education

Aims of this Policy
e To outline the circumstances under which alternative provision may be considered.
e To ensure that all decisions are made in the best interests of the child.
e To maintain strong oversight and safeguarding of children placed in AP.
e To work in partnership with families and external providers to support positive outcomes.

Definition of Alternative Provision

Alternative Provision refers to education arranged for children who, for a variety of reasons—including medical
needs, behavioural challenges, or risk of exclusion—are unable to access full-time education in a mainstream
setting. This may be on a short-term or longer-term basis.

Referral Process

An application for alternative provision is made by the school to the Primary Inclusion Panel. The application is
made in writing. The panel meets monthly and decisions are made jointly after reviewing the evidence
provided. The school, parent and alternative provision work in partnership with an agreement that the child
continues to remain on roll in their current school and returns there when appropriate. Parents and carers are
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fully involved in the decision-making process. In emergency situations, a placement may be arranged more
rapidly with appropriate documentation and risk assessment.

7. Monitoring and Review

Children in AP are supported by a named member of staff at Heronsgate School. Regular reviews are held with
the child, family, and AP provider to assess progress and plan for reintegration or next steps. Attendance,
engagement, and wellbeing are closely tracked. The named member of staff will visit the AP provider and log
such visits on CPOMS.

8. Safeguarding
AP providers must adhere to statutory safeguarding requirements and report any concerns immediately. The
school will continue to follow its safeguarding policies and procedures.

Alternative Providers:
To try to avoid exclusions, both fixed term and permanent, the school works in partnership with alternative
providers:

Milton Keynes Primary Referral Unit.

Details: Milton Keynes Primary Referral Unit URN 134310

Current Ofsted Rating — Good

Address Shenley Road Romans Field Site Bletchley Milton Keynes MK3 7AW https://milton-keynes-
pru.eschools.co.uk

Milton Keynes Primary Pupil Referral Unit is a small school where staff ensure your child is treated with care,
respect and helped to re-engage with their learning so that they can either return to mainstream education or
successfully transfer to more specialist provision. They have an experienced, dedicated staff team who have
expertise in working with children who experience special educational needs and social, emotional and mental
health difficulties. They work in close partnership with other professionals and agencies to provide solution
focused support, such as Stephenson Trust Therapeutic Service, CAMHS, Children’s Social Care, Family Support
team and Speech and Language Team.

Bridge Academy

Details: Bridge Academy www.bridgeacademy.org.uk URN 140252
Current Ofsted Rating — Good

Address: Jonathans Coffee Hall Milton Keynes MK6 5DE

Reintegration

Where appropriate, a reintegration plan will be developed to support the child’s return to Heronsgate School.
This will be tailored to individual needs and may include a part-time timetable and a named adult to support
the child’s return to Heronsgate.
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