
Reading Open Morning

“If you’re going to get anywhere in life you need to 
read a lot of books”

Roald Dahl



Aims:

- Understand our reading curriculum

- Explore our reading scheme and how you can support 

your child at home

- Become familiar with Oxford Reading Buddy (and how 

it can be used at home)

- Questions



Phonics

Phonics is a method of teaching children to read. 

Phonics works by breaking words down into it's 

individual sounds. There are 44 different sounds in the 

English language. Learning to read with phonics is 

therefore a bit like learning a code, after learning just a 

few sounds, you will be able to use this code to read 

100's of words.



Phonics – remember these?

Phoneme - a sound as it is said

Grapheme - a sound that is written

Digraph- two letters that work together to make the same sound

Trigraph - Three letters that work together to make the same sound

Split digraph - Two letters that work together to make the same 
sound, separated by another letter



Our curriculum

- We use the Power of Reading approach to whole class 

reading (comprehension and skills)

- All children read at least weekly with an adult (fluency)

- Each half term:

- X1 week = poetry

- X4 weeks = class text

- X1 non-fiction focus 



Our banded reading books

- Reflect – linked to PSHE 

- Traditional tales – classic 
tales retold at age 
appropriate level

- Chucklers – funny stories 
by Jeremy Strong

- In-Fact – non-fiction books 
about a range of topical 
issues



How banded books work

Children are ‘benchmarked’ at 
least half-termly. 

The table shows age-related 

expectations at KS1 and KS2



Strategies to use at home

 1. Use the pictures for clues.

 2. Sound out and blend the letters.

 3. Look for smaller words hiding inside bigger words.

 4. Cut the words into syllables.

 5. Use the punctuation to help it make sense.

 6. Go back and read it again if you don’t understand it.

 7. Read on to see if you can make sense of the word.

Don’t forget to make reading calm and fun. Try a routine or even visit the local 
library. MK Library hold story events throughout the year and in the holidays.



Reading Buddy



Reading Buddy



Reading Buddy



Reading Buddy



Reading Buddy



Reading Buddy



Reading Buddy



Reading Buddy


