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                                                                   School Dog Risk Assessment 

 Purpose  

 The value of pet ‘therapy’ is widely accepted as a powerful aid to stimulation and communication. Studies have shown that the presence of 

companion animals can improve the well-being of children and lower the rate of anxiety, simply by making the environment happier, more 

enjoyable and less forbidding. The team at Heronsgate have been involved with Pets as Therapy and Canine Concern for a number of years and 

have taken advice regarding the school having its own school dog.  

The rationale behind this decision was as follows: 
 

 For the school to have a pet that was able to live as naturally as conditions would allow. 

 For the animal to be properly cared for outside of the school day. 

 To have a pet that the children could interact with and also be of benefit to the children’s social and emotional development. 

It is accepted that interacting with animals is not appropriate for all children but for some it has the potential to provide many positive 

benefits. Any parent who does not want their child to interact with the school dog – Mabel, is invited to write to Mrs Edwards and inform her 

of their wishes. There are no diseases associated with the puppy as Walnut Tree Vets (Vets Now) will be responsible for vaccinations, 

including rabies and completing regular health checks and necessary treatment. Mabel is also fully insured. 

Mabel has been fully assessed as suitable for coming into school as a care dog. This was completed by Penny Dent who is the area 

coordinator and assessor for Canine concern.  As a result of Mabel passing her assessment she also has additional public liability insurance 

provided by Canine Concern.   

The risk assessment below is a working document and will be checked annually by key staff and the governing body. 
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Area: Interaction with pupils and staff  

Reason: To ensure the school dog interacts appropriately at all times  

Who might be harmed 

and how? 

Measures to control the 

risk  

How are you already controlling the risk  What further 

action (if any) do 

you need to take 

to control the 

risks? 

Risk  

Low 

Medium 

High 

Who needs to 

carry out the 

action?   

When is 

the action 

needed by? 

Done  

Pupils & Staff  

 

School dog biting a child 

or adult. 

The school dog (Mabel) is 

trained not to bite. When 

the dog is 

approached in the correct 

way there is 

very limited danger.  

 

Mabel lives with Mrs 

Edwards and her 

grandchildren.  

 

Mabel has been bought up 

since a small puppy with 

children.  

 

Mabel has received training both as a small 

puppy and from 20 weeks. 

Mabel has been fully assessed as suitable 

for coming into school as a care dog by 

Canine concern. 

Children and adults interacting with Mabel 

are taught how to approach her.  

Pupils will continue to be taught How to 

interact with Mabel Education of this nature 

is continually given to children, and often to 

the whole school through assemblies and 

PSHE sessions.  

Mabel will also undergo conditioning to the 

school classroom environment, this training 

will ensure any future therapy or reading 

sessions to involve the school dog can be 

done in a calming/therapeutic manner. 

Mabel will attend the vets regularly to 

ensure she is in good health and that her 

claws are kept short. 

Planned 

assemblies for 

Summer 1 

 

Information to 

staff 

 

 

Low  Head Teacher  May 2021   

Dog running loose  

 

If the school dog 

was to run loose she 

could accidentally hurt 

children/adults 

or damage property 

Mabel will be 

contained at all times 

either in an office 

(with a clear sign on the 

door) or on a lead when 

around the school. 

Office doors will be kept 

closed if Mable is left 

unaccompanied.  

Mable is trained to be left for periods of up 

to an hour and will be happy and safe in her 

bed.  

 

More permanent 

gate installed in 

the head teachers 

office 

Low Caretaker  May 2021  

Direct interaction 

with children/ staff  

All interactions will be 

supervised and cancelled if 

Mabel will have regular rest periods.  

Mabel will be in school on designated days. 

 

Monitoring of 

Mabel’s mood.  
Low  Headteacher  Ongoing  



3 

 

The school dog may get 

stressed if interacting 

with staff or children 

when not in the correct 

frame of mind.   

Mabel shows any signs of 

stress or tiredness.  

 

Destruction of materials  

 

If allowed the dog may 

bite or chew school 

resources. 

Mabel has been taught not 

to chew and bite objects 

other than her own toys 

and will be corrected 

should she take any school 

resources and toys.  

Mabel is provided with her own set of toys.  

 

 

Monitor that the 

equipment Mabel 

has access to is 

safe and 

appropriate.  

Low  Headteacher 

  

Ongoing  

 

Area: Pupils and staff interacting with the school dog 

Reason: to ensure the school dog is effectively supported to interact appropriately at all times  

Who might be harmed 

and how? 

Measures to control the 

risk  

How are you already controlling the risk  What further 

action (if any) do 

you need to take 

to control the 

risks? 

Risk  

Low 

Medium 

High 

Who needs to 

carry out the 

action?   

When is 

the action 

needed by? 

Done  

Incorrect/inconsistent 

interaction with the 

school dog. 

 

If a child/adult 

interact with the 

school dog in an 

incorrect or  

inconsistent way this 

will affect the school 

dogs training and 

have a negative 

impact on future 

interaction.  

Agreed guidelines that 

must be followed at all 

times when interacting 

with the school dog.  

There cannot be any 

interaction with the 

school dog without 

authorisation.  

Mabel will always be in the care of a 

responsible adult and will never be allowed 

to roam freely around the school premises. 

 

Children will not be left unsupervised with 

the dog. 

 

Staff and children taught how to interact 

with Mabel.  

Ongoing 

monitoring  

 

If there are any 

inconsistencies in 

approach with 

Mabel the adult 

/child will have the 

interaction 

stopped.  

Medium  Headteacher  

SEMH Team  

Ongoing   

Use of rewards / 

Treats 

 

Treats will only be given to 

Mabel with authorisation 

and supervision. 
 

Mabel has been trained to take treats gently 

and after a command.  

 

Hand Gel available 

when 

staff/children have 

handled treats.  

Low  Headteacher 

SEMH Team  

Ongoing   
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Children could be could 

be harmed if 

the school dog is over 

excited when given a 

reward/treat. 

 

Children/adults to be 

reminded to clean their 

hands after giving a treat 

to the school dog.  

Treats to be locked away in the 

Headteachers office.  

Pupil/staff 

knowledge of 

interaction with a 

puppy / dog  

 

Adults and children have 

limited knowledge of 

how to interact correctly 

this could result in harm 

to the school dog or 

Themselves. 

Informative assemblies by 

Penny Dent of Canine 

Concern.  

Headteacher and Mable have visited classes 

to introduce Mabel and teach positive 

interactions.  

Organise 

assemblies  

Low Headteacher 

SEMH Team  

P.Dent 

By the end 

of Summer 

2021  

 

 

Area: Health/Hygiene 

Reason: To ensure that pupils, staff and the school dog do not have an increased risk of illness as a result of the school dog being in school.  

Who might be harmed 

and how? 

Measures to control the 

risk  

How are you already controlling the risk  What further 

action (if any) do 

you need to take 

to control the 

risks? 

Risk  

Low 

Medium 

High 

Who needs to 

carry out the 

action?   

When is 

the action 

needed by? 

Done  

Pupils/Staff. 

If the school dog is 

not treated for  worms 

there is a 

danger that germs 

can be transferred to 

humans. 

 

Mabel will be administered 

a flea and worming 

programme as agreed by 

the vets.  

Mabel has a health programme in place and 

receives regular vet checks inoculations and 

flea and worming treatments.  

 

All immunisations are kept up to date and a 

record will be kept of this. 

Mable will not 

come into school if 

unwell.  

Low  Headteacher  6 weekly 

ongoing  

 

Pupils/Staff  

 

Contact with dog faeces.   

Mabel is house trained and 

will only be walked under 

supervision.  

No child will be allowed to 

pick up the dog’s faeces, 

Mable has been trained to toilet in an area 

of the grounds that children have limited 

access to. The area will be disinfected as 

required. Mable will be taken for regular 

 Low     
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this will always be 

undertaken by the 

supervising adult 

immediately and disposed 

of safely. 

 

walks outside of the school grounds during 

the days she is on site. 

Staff/Pupils  

Allergies  

 

If a person is allergic to 

dogs, they could become 

unwell  

 

 

Children will not be in 

contact with the Mable if 

we have received a 

negative response form 

from a parent/ guardian. If 

a child has an allergy 

Mabel will not carry out 

tasks near the child. 

 

Parents consulted in regard to engagement 

with Mabel.  

Letter to parents 

to be sent out.  

Medium  Admin Team 

Headteacher  

May 2021   

Staff/Pupils  
 

Contact with food 

preparation areas. 
 

If the school dog enters 

a food preparation area 

this could be unhygienic. 

 

Mable will be in a 

contained area or on a lead 

at all times around school.  

She will never enter the 

school food tech area.  

Mabel will be supervised at all times and will 

be on a lead when moving around the 

school.   

 Low  Headteacher 

SEMH Team  

Ongoing  

Staff/Pupils 
 

Germs could be 

transferred from the 

school dog to humans 

and cause illness. 

 

All adults and children to 

clean their hands after 

interaction with Mabel. 

Mabel will be regularly groomed and only 

bought into school if her coat is in a good 

condition. 

Mabels bed, resources such as harnesses, 

collars and toys will be regularly cleaned.   

Regular grooming 

Visits  

Low  Headteacher 

 

  

The school dog  
 

The school dog could 

become ill after 

ingesting hand gel 

transferred to their coat 

from adults and children 

stroking them.  

 

All staff and pupils to wash 

their hands with soap and 

water before interacting 

with Mabel.  

Anyone interacting with Mabel to be 

reminded to wash their hands.  

 

 

 

 

  

 Low Headteacher 

SEMH Team  

Ongoing   
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Area: Activities involving the school dog, including walking 

Reason: To ensure that the school dog has a meaningful and safe impact on the school community 

Who might be harmed 

and how? 

Measures to control the 

risk  

How are you already controlling the risk  What further 

action (if any) do 

you need to take 

to control the 

risks? 

Risk  

Low 

Medium 

High 

Who needs to 

carry out the 

action?   

When is 

the action 

needed by? 

Done  

Staff/Pupils  
 

Walking the dog on the 

school site. 
 

Children could be 

harmed during a walk 

onsite if they are not 

focussed. 
 

Children might be 

harmed if they do 

not interact correctly 

when the school dog is 

on a walk. 

 

No children will take the 

lead when Mabel goes for 

a walk unless authorised to 

do so by the accompanying 

adult. 

No children will be 

allowed to interact with 

Mabel when they are on a 

walk unless permission is 

given. 

Adults supervising any dog walks. 

Through assemblies and classroom visits, 

children instructed on how to behave when 

Mabel is on a walk.  

Mable to be slowly introduced to walks 

around the school grounds at quieter times 

of the day.   

Careful 

consideration 

needs to be given 

to the amount of 

time the school 

dog is allowed to 

walk around school 

during play/ 

lunchtimes 

Medium  Headteacher 

SEMH Team 

May 2021 

Ongoing 

 

Staff/Pupils  

Visits to the classroom. 
 

If the school dog 

visits a class and the 

children do not 

follow the correct 

procedure she may 

become over excited. 

 

Visits by appointment. 

Mrs Edwards to supervise 

classroom visits.  

Mabel will only visits supervised by Mrs 

Edwards by appointment only. The children 

in classrooms will follow the agreed 

procedure or interaction will stop. 

Children to be 

taught how to 

behave when 

Mabel visits the 

classroom  

Medium  Headteacher May  2021  

Ongoing. 

To be 

reviewed 

July 2021  

 

 

Pupils  
 

Feeding the dog who 

may become anxious if a 

child interacts with it 

whilst eating.   

 

No child will be allowed in 

Mabels contained area 

when she is eating. 

 

Children may prepare the food for Mabel 

(washing their hands afterwards). All 

feeding will be supervised.  

Reminders to the 

children feeding 

the school dog to 

not interact when 

she is eating 

Low  Headteacher   

Members of the public. Mabel will only attend 

school events if they are 

Risk assessment to be carried out prior to 

Mabel attending any school event.  

 Low  Headteacher May 2021  

Ongoing 

 



7 

 

Parents/staff/pupils at 

school events.  

 

If the school dog is 

overwhelmed she may 

become boisterous. 

 

appropriate and she will be 

under the control of a 

supervising adult. 

The school dog. 
 

Other dogs coming onto 

the school premises.  
 

If the school dog is 

overwhelmed she may 

become boisterous.  

 

No other dogs will be 

allowed on the school 

premises.  

Mabel has received training and is well 

socialised with other dogs.  

 Low Headteacher    

 

 

 

Signed ____________________________ 

 

 

Review date : July 2021  

 

 

 


